Viruses with bisegmented double-stranded RNA in pig faeces.
Viruses similar to the bisegmented double-stranded (ds) RNA picobirnaviruses described in human faeces and the intestinal contents of Oryzomys nigripes rats and guinea pigs were isolated from the faeces of pigs taken from several areas in the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Samples were collected from 912 pigs of several breeds, aged nine to 61 days, and assayed by polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis with silver staining and a combined enzyme immunoassay for rotavirus and adenovirus, using the simian rotavirus SA11 as control. Electrophoretic profiles resembling the bisegmented dsRNA viruses were detected in 106 pigs with 15.3 per cent occurring in animals with diarrhoea compared to 9.6 per cent in animals without diarrhoea.